\

a‘f)'f- RS

LiPAGEA/

|

I

REARIRNS Kol

Y Y

tvanaawd 1

——t

ISRAEL SAID TO LINK
AMERIGAN TO UNIT
ON ANTITERRORISM

WON'T RETURN DIPLOMATS

Top Officials and Intelligence
Leaders Are Reported to
Have Joined in Inquiry

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Special to The New York Times

JERUSALEM, Nov. 28 — An internal
Israeli examination has found that

onathan Jay Pollard, an empioyee of
the United States Navy, was working
as an intelligence operative for a secre-
tive Israeli counterterrorism u, &
highly placed Israeli source said today.
Israeli television reported tonight
that the Cabinet was prepared to return
to the United States the hundreds: of
documents Mr. Pollard is said to have
obtained. But the high Israeli source
said Israel would not accede to an
American demand that two Israeli dip-
lomats involved return to the United
States for questioning.

In Washington, the State Department
had ‘‘no reaction” to the reports of the
diplomats’ return to Israel, a spokes.
man, Sondra McCarty, said. In Santa
Barbara, aides said President Reagan
would soon ‘‘speak to the nation’’ about

the recent series of spy arrests. [Page
B22.]

Report Is Nearly Compiete

The Israeli examination, the high
source here said, was put together over
the last week by “rime Minister
Shimon Peres, Foreign Minister Yitz.
hak Shamir and Defense Minister Yitz-
hak Rabin, with the help of the chiefs of
the branches of Israeli intelligence.

Mr. Rabin, Mr. Peres and Mr,
Shamir personally interviewed some of

- the key figures involved in the case, the

high Israeli source said. Their

report
; was largely complete by Wednesday

afternoon.

Israeli officials relayed the prelimi.
nary findings Wednesday to the United
States Ambassador, Thomas Picker.
ing, according to Israeli Government
sources. The findings presented to Mr,
Pickering, with some additional deo-
tails, were disclosed today to The New

York Times by the highly placed Is.
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raeli source. A spokesman for the State
Department said it would have no com-
ment on the report.

Mr. Pollard has admitted providing
Israel with hundreds of pages of classi-
fied military documents, according to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
He has been ordered held without bail
'in the United States.

An Independent Spy Operatien

Independent corroboration could not
be obtained for the results of the Israeli
inquiry. Some findings could serve the
interests of the Israeli Government and
the political leadership by emphasizing
that that they were not aware of this
operation. The findings assert that Mr.
Pollard approached Israeli officials
and they did not approach him, and
suggest that one motive for using Mr.
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mation that

| Pollard was to find out if the United

' that at this stage it appears that no Is-
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The highly piaced Israel source said
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result of the examination of the Pollard
affair. ‘

According to the examineérs, Mr. Pol-
lard approached an unidentified Israeli
living in Washington in.April or May
1984 and toid him that he, Mr. Poliard,
was authorized by the United States
Government to deal with international

He told the Israali, the examination’s
tindings said, that because of competi-

" tion in the American intelligence com-

munity, he had been as instructed by

his superiors to keep his contacts with

Israel secret ffom other agencies.
The Israeli passed along word of the

" overture to the senior counterterror.

ism official fn Jerusalem, thinking
wundbehhlmoﬁnterut.tlnhlghly’
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‘tmhtdbmmd!c mﬂlﬁgel'.-
bilities of the Arab countries,” the high
source said.

weren’t giving it to us.”
Passing the Infermation On

This explanation, if *rue, would clear
Israeli political

‘Ne Deubt It Was a Mistake’

Asked to sum up the behavior of the
uln;dl counterterrorism official, the
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